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clock, which, aftet chiming the hour, struck eleven.
Despite the heat, Durrant shivered.
" The clock reminds me that time passes," said the
ruler. " Can't you suggest a way out ? "
" Fm afraid not, Your Highness."
" Would the promise of money quicken your wits ? "
Durrant shook his head. " Fd do much for money,"
he remarked, "as Your Highness knows. Fm not
squeamish, but," here he lowered his voice to a whisper,
" I do draw the line at murder, if that's what Your
Highness means."
" Fve endeavoured to explain," said the Raja, " that if
Her Highness isn't effectively silenced, my name'll be mud
throughout India. So far as the sale of the diamonds is
concerned, I don't mind so much about the British
authorities, who are interested only in the payment of my
debts. But I do value the good opinion of my brother
princes, and the prestige of my State. Once my wife's
people hear of the sale of the Ghanapur diamonds, the
story'll be common property, and my Indian creditors,
imagining me to be in funds, '11 be certain to dun me for
their money."
" That'd be awkward," said Durrant," especially if the
sums are large,"
The Maharaja continued, " So far Fve been able to
conceal my Indian debts from the British Government,
to whom Fve given my written assurance that Fve no
debts other than those disclosed to the recent commission.
Should Simla hear, as hear it must, if the diamond story is
noised abroad, of the large sums Fve borrowed from
Their Highnesses," here the Maharaja mentioned the
names of two neighbouring princes, " I'll probably lose
my throne."
" Is it as bad as all that ? " asked Durraxtt
The Maharaja nodded.
w Then it'd be worth a lot to you to have the Maharani
out of the way?"